EDITOR'S PREFACE

IT has been a great pleasure to me to accept the pub-
lishers' invitation that I should complete my commentary
upon Palstave's fMw Tnawfy by writing notes upon
Mr, BkyonV fascinatiLg supplementary book.

The commentator upon poets is widely regarded with
suspicion, and when he has the temerity to approach the
poets of his own generation he may expect the sus-
picions to harden into positive hostility. It must be
admitted that he has often given ground for complaint
in the past by burying the poets under a mass of irrele-
vant, if erudite, information; and when a reputable
commentator can be so seriously misleading as to
interpret the first two lines of Rose Aylwer (No, 49) by
" Kings and Gods have no monopoly of goodness," or
to explain that Christina Rossetti's singing-bird ** Whose
nest is in a watered shoot" (No. 28) inhabited a water-
fall, the case against the profession grows black indeed,

Yet there is another side to the matter. If the pro-
fessional annotator sometimes goes so far astray, may
it not mean that even mature readers of poetry miss a
good deal of pleasure and profit because they glide over
the surface of the meaning \ Poetry as rich in nuances
and subtleties as modern poetry habitually is will
only yield its full meaning to the patient and thought-
ful reader. It is surely not an unworthy task to